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Beauty.  There is  perhaps  no concept  more  closely associated  with art  in  the popular 

imagination. But beauty has been having a rough time lately. Successive avant-garde movements 

and each corresponding “anti-art” gesture have deposed the belle of the ball. The art world did 

not drive out beauty directly; rather it got rid of her partner, the ugly. Decaying ruins became 

Romantic;  banal  fixtures  became  Culture;  Film du Soleil  made  the  burned  out  wasteland  a 

magical counter-utopia. By aestheticizing and canonizing the Gothic, the Industrial, the Abject, 

and  the  Uncanny,  the  art  world  turned  “ugly”  into  “interesting”.  And  where  did  that  leave 

beauty? No longer the opposite of ugly, beauty became the opposite of relevant. Never one to 

dance alone, beauty sat on the sidelines. Someone once offered her a Sublime corsage; it lifted 

her spirit, but provided no gladness to the senses. 

This  exhibition  inquires  into  the  role  of  beauty  in  art  now.  Can  beauty  retake  the 

aspirational zenith of art? Or does it function as cultural décor and marketable commodity? Is art 

today  merely  designed  or  aesthetically  purposive?  These  works  play  with,  against,  and  for 

beauty, asking us to consider whether beauty can be reformed. Even celebrated. Is beauty back? 

– Richard Rinehart, Guest Curator

* Images left to right: Annie Kyle, Aequor from the Elementum series, Acrylic on Canvas, 30" x 40", 2011.  Siang-Jen Yang, 
Trace 01, Mixed Media and Graphite on Paper, 29 3/4 x 41”, 2010. Midori Okuyama, Big Baby/Little Lady, Assembled Outfits, 
Shoes, Hanger, 18 x 57”, 2010.
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